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lowest and most posterior part of the dorsum of the
tongue, and runs upward so far as to almost come into
contact with the free margin of the soft palate. These
two valves, if not absolutely, yet quite sufficiently, shut
off the cavity of the mouth from the pharynx, the gap
which is left between them being practically closed by
the arched position of the dorsum of the tongue, so that
the closure may be regarded as complete. This, how-
ever, is only the case when the mouth is closed by bring-
ing the lower jaw into contact with the upper. If the
lower jaw is depressed the tongue descends with it, and
renders the above-mentioned closure less complete.

Having thus seen the full extent to which the air-
passage is independent, we might feel almost tempted to
regard the pharynx, from the fact of its being connected
with it for by far the greater space of time, as originally
belonging to the air-passage. There is nothing, however,
to support such a view, the entire conformation of the
pharynx proving emphatically that it is merely a portion
of the alimentary canal, and indeed the hinderrnost part
of the cavity of the mouth. It always resumes its im-
portance as such in the act of swallowing, and it is
interesting to observe how the arrangement and con-
formation of the different parts is then changed. The
food which has been masticated in the cavity of the
mouth is forced backwards by the pressure of the tongue
against the hard palate into the pharynx, and from the
latter into the oesophagus. The double system of valves
closing the cavity of the mouth gives way; the soft
palate is raised, and shuts off the uppermost part of the
pharynx from the posterior entrance to the nasal cavity;
the epiglottis, on the contrary, is pressed downwards, and
covers the entrance to the larynx. Thus during swallow-
ing the continuity of the alimentary canal is preserved